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Kika de la Garza
94-551
Washington D C
PROVIDING JOBS where they are most needed and enabling local governments to maintain
basic services at an acceptable level without increasing taxes are the two goals of the
recently passed bill making appropriations for public works employment.
Both goals are of particular importance to our South Texas area. Local-
ized pockets of poverty can be reached under the provision giving priority to applica-
tions for Federal grants from communities where unemployment is above the national
level.
Grants are authorized to state and local governments for the construction,
renovation, repair or other improvement of pUblic works projects" The law provides
that the Economic Development Administration must make a final decision on each project
application within 60 days after receiving it. And grants can be made only when it is
shown that on-site labor can begin within 90 d~s after approval of the project. The
purpose is to make productive jobs available as soon as possible.
The appropriations bill includes $2 billion to the EDA for grants for
appropriate projects, $200 million to the Environmental Protection Agency for addi-
tional waste treatment works construction grants, and $1.25 billion to the Treasury
Department for the revenue sharing program.
Copies of regulations governing the new program have been sent by my office
to municipal, county and school officials in the 15th Congressional District. The
EDA has solicited suggestions from interested citizens regarding these regulations.
Such suggestions should be submitted in writing no later than September 24. If they
are sent to me I will promptly forward them to the EDA.
* * "*
UNEMPLOYMENT, which this legislation is designed to combat, places a heavy burden on
the nation. First is tke cost in human dignity, then waste in loss of productive
capacity, and finally the dollar cost -- $50 billion in lost federal tax revenues in
1975 and $27 billion in lost state taxes. Every percent of excess unemployment costs
J
the federal government an estimated $17 billion -- $12 billion in lost tax revenues
and $5 billion in unemployment benefits and other support programs.
Productive jobs are our best weapon against inflation. The new appropriations
for public works projects should have a strong effect on the hard-hit construction
industry. The unemployment rate in construction rose to 17.7 percent in July, an
increase of 3.7 percent since May.
* * *
AREA SPORTSMEN visiting Mexico to hunt or fish must comply with that country's game
laws as well as with applicable U S laws, says a reminder from the Customs Service.
Wildlife taken or killed in violation of the laws of Mexico, including state and pro-
vincial regulations, is prohibited entry into this country. Certain game may be law-
fully exported from Mexico only under permits issued by the Mexican government. In
addition, U S law prohibits the entry of specimens of certain endangered species of
fish and wildlife native to Mexico.
Lawfully taken game or game trophies may enter the U S in legal quanitites
at any Customs port of entry with the submission of Customs form 3315. Game animals,
migratory game birds or fish caught or killed abroad for non-commercial purposes are
duty free. All game, game parts and mounted trophies are subject to inspection and
clearance by the U S Fish and Wildlife Service or by Customs officers.
* * *
US FARMLAND totals something more than a billion acres. This means that.each American
is dependent for food and some clothing and lumber on the production from an average
of about five acres.
This five-acre plot of land is slightly less than five football fields in
size, but only the equivalent of two football fields are cultivated for growing crops,
according to information I have received from the U S Department of Agriculture. In-
cluded are approximately one and a fourth acres for domestic market crops and nearly
one-half acre for exports. In addition, just over two acres are used for grassland
pasture for one-fifth of a beef animal and one-nineteenth of a dairy cow. Slightly
over a half acre is in woodland and more than a half acre is used for crop pasture,
roads and farmstead.
To take care of the five acres, the farmer burns 37 gallons of fuel, uses
185 kilowatts of electricity and invests $2,294 of his own money. He also works 26
hours per year on each of the five-acre plots. After he deducts $353 for production
expenses, he has a profit of about $74. That comes out to less than three and a half
percent return on his $2,294 investment or about $2.86 an hour for his labor.
It's no bed of roses, being a farmer. His work is important and necessary
to all Americans and to the world.
* * *
LABOR DAY is a time for paying our respects to the millions of Americans, men and wo-
men, who keep the wheels of U S private industry and commerce turning. We honor them
on their particular day and all the year long. Americans are the most productive
working force in the world, making life better for all. We salute them.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME: Visiting my office from home this week were Dr and Mrs H T Dulmage
and Mary-Margaret of Brownsville.
* * *
